INTRODUCTION

NOTATIONS AND PRELIMINARIES
Let F(P) denote the n-dimensional real (complex) space and Wx" (Pxn) denote the set of all real (complex) n by n matrices. I denotes the unit matrix of appropriate order. Xj(A) and p(A) denote the jth eigenvalue and the spectral radius of A, respectively.
IAl denotes the modulus matrix of A; A 5 B represents that the elements of A and B satisfy the inequality aij 5 bij for all i and j. llAl/ (:= dw) and p(A) (:= (1/2)X,,,(A + A*)) denote the spectral norm and the matrix measure of A, respectively.
Consider the following linear neutral delay-differential system:
where x(t) E Cnxl is the state vector, the constant parameter 7 2 0 represents the delay argument, A, B, and C E Fxn. The system matrix A is assumed to be a Hurwitz matrix, that is, all the eigenvalues of A have negative real parts.
The following two lemmas are cited and will be used in the proof of our main results. 
ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES
We will compare our new criteria with the following criteria for asymptotic stability of system (1) 
